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30th Anniversary Celebration
of the

Arlington Sister City Association
and its Partnership with its Sister City  

Aachen, Germany

Friday, April 12, 2024

  
1400 14th Street North, Arlington, Virginia 

6:00pm to 9:00pm
Cocktail Reception | 6:00pm

Program | 6:30pm
Dinner | 7:00pm
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Dear Friends,

On behalf of the entire Arlington Sister City Association (“ASCA”), we are pleased to welcome you 

to tonight’s celebration, marking not only 30 years of ASCA’s existence, but also 30 years of the 

association’s first Sister City partnership with Aachen, Germany.

It is hard to believe that 30 years have gone by since that first group of Arlington citizens approached 

the County to initiate a Sister City agreement in 1993.  Since then, ASCA has added four additional 

Sister Cities to its family: Coyoacán, Mexico in 1995 {in emeritus status}; Reims, France in 2005; San 

Miguel, El Salvador in 2008; and, Ivano-Frankivsk in 2011.

Through the dedication and hard work of a continuous flow of predominantly volunteers, ASCA has 

produced and participated in events, student exchanges, and professional development activities 

that have enlightened participants, created long-lasting friendships and memories, as well as raised 

the profile of Arlington both locally and abroad.  As Sister Cities International has stated, President 

Eisenhower’s vision in establishing the Sister City concept was to create a network that would be a 

champion for peace and prosperity by fostering and facilitating bonds between people from different 

communities around the world.  Indeed, ASCA has worked hard to encourage cultural understanding 

and build connections (from government and business to education, culture, and the arts) with our 

counterparts globally through our programming.   It is our hope that we can count on you to continue 

on this worthwhile journey of fulfilling our mission.

We would like to thank each of you for your support and contributions now and throughout our 

history.  Together, we forge forward to the next chapter of ASCA’s history.

Daphne Lathouras     Anastasia Orfanoudis

Chair, Board of Directors      Executive Director
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April 12, 2024 
 
 
 
Congratulations to the Arlington Sister City Association as well as to our friends in Aachen, 
Germany, our first Sister City, on this 30th anniversary!  This organization and our relationships 
between all our cities – Aachen, Ivano-Frankivsk, Reims, and San Miguel have grown over the 
past 30 years through student exchanges, official visits, unofficial visits, mutual support for our 
first responders, and more.    
 
It has been such a pleasure over the years to hear from students and their families about how much 
the student exchange has meant to them and taught them.   In recent years Aachen and Arlington 
fire departments have traded techniques that have helped both departments keep our communities 
safer.   For 30 years, Arlington County Board members have had the honor and privilege of 
attending the Karlspreis ceremony. 
 
My visits to Aachen for the Karlspreis and to Reims as well for the 100th anniversary of the end of 
WWI and the 75th anniversary of the end of WWII are among my most memorable experiences as 
a Board member.  WWI and WWII are still very real memories for our friends in Europe and these 
ceremonies made me understand a little more about my grandfather’s experiences there in WWI, 
and our current ties coming out of WWII.  To be in the room in May 2023 when Volodymyr 
Zelensky received the Karlspreis award is something I will never forget.   
 
All our Sister Cities’ relationships make us realize in a way that classes and books cannot, how 
closely tied we are with our friends around the world.  The work of Sister Cities and the 
relationships it creates is more important than ever as the world becomes closer and problems more 
shared.  Relationships help leverage resources for solutions to mutual problems.  In a time when 
the world is closer than ever, but divisions abound everywhere, Sister Cities is more and more 
important.   
 
Thank you to all who have helped build ASCA over the years and who are working to make ASCA 
stronger.  Happy 30th Anniversary! 
 

Sincerely, 

         
      Libby Garvey 

Chair 

.HQGUD�-DFREV�
&OHUN�WR�WKH�
&RXQW\�%RDUG�
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April 12, 2024 

ASCA’s 30-year journey is both a reason to celebrate one of Arlington’s oldest resident-
founded and sustained non-profit organizations and Arlington as a community.   

Bringing people together, enabling human-to-human, community-to-community contact, and 
fostering mutual understanding and meaningful exchange across borders, cultures, and 
languages is an extraordinary accomplishment for which we can’t be thankful enough to the 
hundreds of volunteer members who, over three decades, have supported, and continue to 
support ASCA today.  

A commonly used metaphor to describe ASCA’s mission is that of a bridge. Indeed, ASCA is a 
“Bridge of People” and of experiences that open minds, influence lives, and form the 
foundations for lifelong friendships.   

The very idea of Sister Cities sprang out of the belief that peace and international collaboration 
should not be the exclusive domain of governments. ASCA’s 30th anniversary invites us to 
reflect on how truly forward-thinking and transformational the reframing of “international 
relations” as “People’s Relations” has been. I am proud that such a “Bridge of People” is a 
foundational asset of our community in Arlington.  

Having had the opportunity to interact with dozens of ASCA Members and with students, 
families, and individuals who participated in ASCA’s programs, I bear witness to how their 
dedication and involvement with ASCA has changed and enriched their lives and how, in 
consequence, it has changed and enriched Arlington. As an immigrant, I can clearly appreciate 
how ASCA’s work has deepened our ability to understand, value, sustain, and grow diversity 
here at home.  

As we look to the future, I am convinced that our “Bridge of People” will become broader and 
stronger and will continue opening new horizons for Arlingtonians. ASCA is living proof that no 
matter the ubiquitousness and reach of modern communications technology or global 
economic connectivity, nothing compares to the quality, lasting value, and experience of direct 
human encounters. 

Here is to ASCA’s next 30 years!  With appreciation and gratitude,  

.HQGUD�-DFREV�
&OHUN�WR�WKH�
&RXQW\�%RDUG�
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A warm welcome as we gather to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the Arlington-Aachen 
Sister City Partnership.  With honor, it is with the greatest pleasure that we congratulate the 
County Board, County Manager’s Office, Arlington Public Schools (APS), County and APS school 
employees, Directors of Arlington Sister City Association (ASCA), the members of ASCA, Arlington 
and Aachen citizens, current and former volunteers and friends of our two cities on the thirty-
year association of government relationships, exchanges, and friendships.

When President Dwight Eisenhower established Sister Cities in 1956 to propose a people-to-
people, citizen diplomacy initiative to create and strengthen partnerships between communities 
in the United States and abroad internationally, it was unclear how the vision would be 
realized.  Through countless hours and hundreds of volunteers on both sides of the Atlantic, the 
Arlington-Aachen committees have dedicated a great deal of time, passion, commitment, and 
hard work to bring the two communities together, forming lifelong friendships. 

Together, we have supported exchanges and discussions between the two governments on public 
works, sustainability, firefighter best practices, and other challenges that the cities of Arlington 
and Aachen face today. Shared learned knowledge has also help developed relationships with 
regional organizations including the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority and the 
Northern Virginia Regional Commission. Friends of Ludwig forum, Arlington Arts Center and 
local artists have shared arts and culture with programs. Exhibitions, and exchanges for visual 
and performing arts. Elementary and high school exchanges have provided opportunities to 
experience life and culture from a student point of view and show how a sister city partnership 
can enrich the lives of citizens across generations within our communities. We will continue 
to strengthen and deepen the sister city relationship through four key pillars: government, 
economic development, arts, culture and education.  

As the people of each city grow closer together, may our experiences and exchanges make both 
our cities better places in which to live. May we also reach out beyond this relationship to help 
bring others into a union of greater cultural awareness, acceptance and tolerance. We wish both 
our cities, Arlington and Aachen, and Arlington Sister City Association and the Aachen Board a 
continued close and fruitful relationship for another 30 years and beyond.

With warm gratitude,

 
 

Hanna Eun
Aachen Sister City President



Connecting Arlington 
to the World
Established in 1993, the Arlington Sister City 

$VVRFLDWLRQ��Ȋ$6&$ȋ��LV�D�QRQSURȴW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�

DɝOLDWHG�ZLWK�$UOLQJWRQ�&RXQW\��9LUJLQLD���$6&$�

VXSSRUWV�DQG�FRRUGLQDWHV�DFWLYLWLHV�RI�LWV�ȴYH�6LVWHU�

&LW\�&RPPLWWHHV�WKDW�ZRUN�ZLWK�WKHLU�FRXQWHUSDUWV�

in Aachen, Germany; Coyoacán, Mexico {in emeritus 

VWDWXV`��ΖYDQR�)UDQNLYVN��8NUDLQH��5HLPV��)UDQFH��DQG��

6DQ�0LJXHO��(O�6DOYDGRU�

$6&$�ZRUNV�WR�HQKDQFH�DQG�SURPRWH�$UOLQJWRQȇV�

LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SURȴOH��DV�ZHOO�DV�WR�IRVWHU�SURGXFWLYH�

exchanges through arts and cultural partnerships, 

business development, educational and professional 

H[FKDQJHV��DQG�JRYHUQPHQW�UHODWLRQVKLSV���$6&$�

KHOSV�$UOLQJWRQ�FLWL]HQV�IRUP�ORQJ�ODVWLQJ�SDUWQHUVKLSV�

DQG�IULHQGVKLSV�ZLWK�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�LWV�6LVWHU�&LWLHV��DQG�

EH\RQG���WKURXJK�LWV�PDQ\�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�SURJUDPV�

9

ASCA?
What is
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Aachen 5HLPV
*(50$1< )5$1&(

Aachen: A City to Fall in Love With
The most important historical period of Aachen 

VWDUWHG�ZLWK�WKH�WDNHRYHU�RI�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�E\�

&KDUOHPDJQH�LQ�����$'��7KH�LPSHULDO�SDODFH��

ORFDWHG�QH[W�WR�WKH�KRW�ZDWHU�VSULQJV��VRRQ�EHFDPH�

&KDUOHPDJQHȇV�SHUPDQHQW�UHVLGHQFH��DQG�VR�

GHYHORSHG�LQWR�D�VSLULWXDO�DQG�FXOWXUDO�FHQWHU���$V�

the economic development of Aachen proceeded, 

WKH�WRZQ�EHFDPH�PRUH�DQG�PRUH�SURVSHURXV��DQG�

WKLV�KDV�SHUVLVWHG�WR�WKH�SUHVHQW�GD\���&KDUOHPDJQH�

ZDV�EXULHG�LQ�WKH�&DWKHGUDO�RI�$DFKHQ�LQ��������7KH�

&DWKHGUDO�LV�*HUPDQ\ȇV�ȴUVW�81(6&2�:RUOG�+HULWDJH�

VLWH�����7ZR�KXQGUHG�\HDUV�ODWHU�KH�ZDV�FDQRQL]HG��

ZKLFK�UHVXOWHG�LQ�D�ȵRZ�RI�SLOJULPV�ZLVKLQJ�WR�YLVLW�

DQG�VHH�&KDUOHPDJQHȇV�WRPE�DQG�WKH�UHOLFV�KH�

JDWKHUHG�GXULQJ�KLV�OLIH��7KH�UHOLFV�DUH�H[KLELWHG�WR�

WKH�SXEOLF�HYHU\�VHYHQ�\HDUV���7KH�$DFKHQ�&DWKHGUDO�

and its treasury are considered to be the principal 

HFFOHVLDVWLFDO�WUHDVXU\�QRUWK�RI�WKH�$OSV���$DFKHQ�LV�

QRZ�KRPH�WR�WKH�&KDUOHPDJQH�3UL]H�IRU�SROLWLFLDQV�

ZKR�DGYDQFH�(XURSHDQ�XQLW\�� 

Reims: Live Sparkling Moments
5HLPV�LV�D�FLW\�RI�WKH�&KDPSDJQH�$UGHQQH�UHJLRQ�RI�

northern France, located 89 miles east-northeast of 

3DULV��ΖW�ZDV�RULJLQDOO\�IRXQGHG�GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG�RI�

WKH�5RPDQ�(PSLUH��5HLPV�SOD\HG�D�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�

UROH�LQ�)UHQFK�KLVWRU\��DV�LW�ZDV�WKH�SODFH�ZKHUH�WKH�

NLQJV�RI�)UDQFH�ZHUH�FURZQHG��7KH�PRVW�IDPRXV�

DQG�FKHULVKHG�RI�WKHVH�HYHQWV�ZDV�WKH�FRURQDWLRQ�

RI�&KDUOHV�9ΖΖ�LQ�WKH�FRPSDQ\�RI�-RDQ�RI�$UF��7KXV��

WKH�&DWKHGUDO�RI�5HLPV��GDPDJHG�E\�WKH�*HUPDQV�

during the First World War but restored since) played 

the same role in France as Westminster Abbey did in 

(QJODQG��ΖW�ZDV�WKHUH�WKDW�WKH�+RO\�$PSXOOD��6DLQWH�

$PSRXOH��FRQWDLQLQJ�WKH�6DLQW�&KU¬PH��FKULVP��ZDV�

NHSW��ZKLFK�ZDV�VDLG�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�EURXJKW�E\�D�ZKLWH�

GRYH��WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��DW�WKH�EDSWLVP�RI�&ORYLV�LQ������

DQG�ZDV�XVHG�IRU�WKH�DQRLQWLQJ�Ȃ�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�

SDUW�RI�WKH�FRURQDWLRQ�RI�)UHQFK�NLQJV��7KH�ODUJHVW�FLW\�

LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��5HLPV�LV�RIWHQ�FRQVLGHUHG�WKH�FDSLWDO�RI�

&KDPSDJQH��DQ�ROG�SURYLQFH�RI�)UDQFH��ZRUOG�IDPRXV�

IRU�LWV�VSDUNOLQJ�ZLQH��&KDPSDJQH��

Sister Cities
The Four

Programs & Events:
(OHPHQWDU\�6FKRRO�)DPLO\�([FKDQJH�3URJUDP
+LJK�6FKRRO�([FKDQJH�3URJUDP
+LJK�6FKRRO�+RPHVWD\�3URJUDP
3URIHVVLRQDO�([FKDQJHV
)LUHȴJKWHU�([FKDQJHV
Karlspreis

Programs & Events:
+LJK�6FKRRO�([FKDQJH�3URJUDP

+LVWRULF�(YHQWV

(GXFDWLRQDO�3URJUDPPLQJ

Arts & Culture Exchanges
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ΖYDQR�)UDQNLYVNSan Miguel
8.5$Ζ1((/�6$/9$'25

San Miguel: Capital of the East
San Miguel is the second most important and 

populous city in El Salvador and an important 

FHQWHU�IRU�WKH�FR΍HH��WH[WLOH��DQG�FKHPLFDO�LQGXVWU\�

RI�(O�6DOYDGRU��.QRZQ�DV�WKH�Ȋ&DSLWRO�RI�WKH�(DVWȋ�

of El Salvador, San Miguel is located at the foot of 

WKH�6DQ�0LJXHO�DQG�&KLQDPHFD�YROFDQRHV���6DQ�

0LJXHO�LV�D�URDG��UDLO��DQG�WUDGH�FHQWHU�RQ�WKH�3DQ�

$PHULFDQ�+LJKZD\�DQG�LW�VHUYHV�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�

DJULFXOWXUDO�UHJLRQ��ZKHUH�FR΍HH��OLYHVWRFN��VLVDO��

JUDLQ��VXJDUFDQH��DQG�FRWWRQ�DUH�SURGXFHG���7KH�

city, formerly the center of an indigo trade, 

includes among its industries cotton milling, 

vegetable-oil and sisal processing, tanning, and the 

manufacture of musical instruments, handicrafts, 

DQG�SKDUPDFHXWLFDOV��7KH�PDQ\�6SDQLVK�FRORQLDO�

buildings located here include a cathedral (18th 

century), Santo Domingo and Chinameca churches, 

DQG�VHYHUDO�PRQDVWHULHV���6DQ�0LJXHO��IRXQGHG�LQ�

������ZDV�EDGO\�GDPDJHG�E\�DQ�HDUWKTXDNH�LQ�������

EXW��ZDV�UHEXLOW�DQG�KDV�VLQFH�EHFRPH�RQH�RI�WKH�

ODUJHVW�FLWLHV�RI�(O�6DOYDGRU��

 

 

Ivano-Frankivsk: Gateway to the Carpathians
ΖYDQR�)UDQNLYVN�LV�WKH�FDSLWDO�RI�ΖYDQR�)UDQNLYVN�UHJLRQ��

LQ�ZHVWHUQ�8NUDLQH��6LWXDWHG�RQ�WKH�%\VWU\WVLD�5LYHU��

it is a rail junction and industrial center situated in a 

IHUWLOH�DJULFXOWXUDO�]RQH�RI�WKH�&DUSDWKLDQ�IRRWKLOOV��7KH�

FLW\�KDV�GLYHUVH�OLJKW�LQGXVWULHV�VXFK�DV�ZRRGZRUNLQJ��

PDFKLQHU\�DQG�IXUQLWXUH�PDNLQJ��DQG�IRRG�SURFHVVLQJ��

3UHYLRXVO\�QDPHG�6WDQLVODY��ΖYDQR�)UDQNLYVN�ZDV�

IRXQGHG�DV�D�8NUDLQLDQ�VHWWOHPHQW�LQ������DV�WKH�3ROLVK�

WRZQ�RI�6WDQLV�	�OVWURN���'HVSLWH�7DWDU�DQG�7XUNLVK�UDLGV��

LW�ȵRXULVKHG�DV�D�WUDGH�FHQWHU�LQ�WKH���WK�DQG���WK�

FHQWXULHV�DQG�EHFDPH�WKH�ELVKRSULF�RI�WKH�8NUDLQLDQ�

&DWKROLF�8QLDWH�&KXUFK�LQ�������6WDQLVODY�EHFDPH�

SDUW�RI�$XVWULD�LQ�������3RODQG�LQ�������DQG�WKH�6RYLHW�

8QLRQ�LQ�������7KH�FLW\�DQG�REODVW�ZHUH�UHQDPHG�LQ�

�����LQ�KRQRU�RI�WKH�8NUDLQLDQ�SRHW�DQG�ZULWHU�ΖYDQ�

)UDQNR���ΖYDQR�)UDQNLYVN�EHJDQ�ZLWK�5\QRN��0DUNHW��

6TXDUH�DQG�WKH�WRZQ�KDOO���ΖQ�D�VOLJKWO\�PRGLȴHG�IRUP��

WKH\�DUH�SUHVHUYHG�WR�WKLV�GD\���ΖWV�IXUWKHU�GHYHORSPHQW�

UHȵHFWHG�WKH�XUEDQ�SODQQLQJ�LGHDV�RI�WKH�%DURTXH� 

HUD�DERXW�WKH�ȊSHUIHFW�WRZQ�ȋ�HPERGLHG�LQ�WKH�SODQQLQJ�

RI�LWV�FHQWUDO�SDUW��LWV�VWUHHWV�DQG�FKXUFKHV�

Programs & Events:
Carnival Miss Sister City

(QJOLVK�/DQJXDJH�3URJUDP

(GXFDWLRQDO�3URJUDPV

Legal Fair

Programs & Events:
+LJK�6FKRRO�([FKDQJH

(GXFDWLRQDO�3URJUDPV

Film Festivals

3URIHVVLRQDO�([FKDQJHV
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In Photos
ASCA
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It’s been an honor to contribute to 
such a remarkable organization. 

 
Over the years, I’ve had the pleasure 

of connecting with wonderful people, 
engaging in enriching educational 
events, and fostering meaningful 

cultural exchanges, such as facilitating 
high school semesters in Arlington 

for students from our sister cities and 
participating in a memorable Aachen 

Family Exchange in 2011. 
 

 Here’s to ASCA’s ongoing success in 
uniting our sister cities for many  

more years to come.

THE SHANAHAN/SALSBURG FAMILY  
Congratulates the Arlington Sister City Association  

on its 30th Anniversary!

Thanks for 30 years of 
promoting international 

understanding and 
friendship!

DAPHNE LATHOURAS

Lumi Tax &
Payroll Services
WWW.FACEBOOK .COM /

LUMITA XSERVICES

3 13 N .  GLEBE RD. ,  SUITE 20 5
ARLINGTON , VA 2 2 203

TEL :  57 1-418-6 3 42
CELL :  57 1-8 39 -9 9 92

Luis Paredes-Ubillus
ACCOUNTANT AND NOTARY PUBLIC

HAPPY 30TH  
ANNIVERSARY, ASCA!  
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FVCbank congratulates
Arlington Sister City Association

on its 30th Anniversary.
703-436-3800  |  fvcbank.com

 
Marco A. Saavedra, EA 
Quaker Professional Square

 
Ernesto Bandini

Agency Owner
3313 Duke Street

Arlington, VA 22314 

Cell: (703) 477-2814  

Fax: (888) 607-8603

ardevas0822@yahoo.com

Allstate Insurance Company
2605 MT VERNON AVE

SUITE B
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22301

Office: 703-549-0104

Cell: 703-980-4446

ernesto@allstate.com
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RIGHT PATH  
LAW GROUP, PLLC 

 
10387 Main Street, Suite 204

Fairfax, VA 22030 

Office: 703-637-9999
Fax: 703-539-6008

Law Office of  
Orlando A. Gamarra, PLC

 
Orlando A. Gamarra

Attorney and Counselor at Law
Admitted in LA

313 N. Glebe Rd., Suite 200
Arlington, VA 22203

Tel: (703) 243-9555 * Fax: (571) 758-5484

orlando@gamarralaw.com

www.gamarralaw.com

Natalie U. Roy
Founder & CEO l Bicycling Realty Group
REALTOR® Licensed in VA/MD/DC
KW Metro Center
2111 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 1050
Arlington, VA 22201

m: 703-819-4915
o: 703-224-6000

www.arlingtonsistercities.org

P.O. Box 5677

Arlington, VA 22205
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